Maryland Humanities Board Member Information

Allyson Black

Manager, State Affairs Baltimore Gas &
Electric 112 West Street

Annapolis, MD 21401
allyson.black@bge.com

Business:
410-269-5286*
Mobile:
407-782-3081

Elected: 10/2016 County: Anne
Arundel Legislative Districts: 3/21
Committees:

e Development & Governance

e Strategic Planning

State Affairs Manager for Baltimore Gas & Electric,
responsible for interacting with the Maryland General
Assembly on energy and utility-related issues. Former
Executive Director of Government and Community
Affairs at Maryland Dept. of Human Resources and VP
of Government Affairs Maryland Chamber of
Commerce.

Board member Reading Partners Baltimore,
Baltimore-Washington Corridor Chamber of
Commerce, and Maryland Government Relations
Association; Leadership Maryland Class of 2009;
Daily Record Leading Women Award.

¢ B.A. Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University

e M.P.A. Florida State
University

Kendra Brown

Vice President, Public Policy, U.S. Federal
Affairs

Mastercard

1401 Eye Street, NW Suite 1030

Washington, DC 20005

Business:
636-442-3604
Mobile:
301-442-7108*

Elected: 10/2021

County: Prince George's County
Legislative Districts: Committee:
¢ Development & Governance

Kendra Brown currently holds the role of Vice
President- Public Policy, U.S. Federal Affairs for
Mastercard. She is also the Chair of the Maryland State
Advisory Committee of the U.S. Civil Rights
Commission. Previously, she was the Chief of Staff for
Representative G.K. Butterfield

in the U.S. Congress.

Kendra serves as the President of the Upsilon
Epsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority in Baltimore County, MD and is a
member of the Baltimore Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated. She also serves as a member of the
Leadership

Committee of Street Law, Inc.

e B.A.Hampton University
e J.D. Vermont Law School

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Instagram
Twitter

Mollie Caplis
2405 Velvet Ridge Drive
Owings Mills, MD 21117

mcaplis@wcslaw.com

Mobile:
410-292-0449
Business:
410-659-1325*

Appointed: 09/2023 County:
Baltimore County Legislative
Districts: Committee: Program &
Communications Committee

Mollie Caplis is an attorney at Wright, Constable &
Skeen, LLP. Since 2004. She has cultivated a family law
practice where she works with clients from initial
meeting to resolution of matter. She outlines options
to achieve client's goals including negotiation,
mediation, collaborative practice, and litigation.

Chair, Young Lawyers' Division of the Baltimore
City Bar Association (BCBA) (2007-2008), Board of
Governors, Maryland State Bar Association (2008-
2010), Chair, Family Law Committee of the BCBA
(2017-2019), and President of Collaborative
Professionals of Baltimore, 2022 - present.

¢ B.A. Brandeis University
¢ J.D. University of Baltimore
School of Law

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook

Spouse/Partner:
Jonathan (Jon) Caplis
2 children

Tahira Christmon
7406 First League Drive
Columbia, MD 21046

tchristmon@abfe.com
Inwosu@abfe.org

Mobile:
240-463-6422

Appointed: 09/2023 County:
Howard County Legislative
Districts: Committee:
Development & Governance
Committee

Tahira Christmon is the Vice President of External
Affairs at ABFE. Charged with advancing ABFE'ss
mission and brand, she leads the organization's
membership, partnerships, and communications
priorities. Tahira lives in Columbia with her husband
and two rambuntious boys.

Treasurer, Mocha Mom- Howard County Chapter
Member, Emerging Leaders in Philanthropy

® B.A. Syracuse University
¢ M.A. University of Maryland,
College Park

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Twitter

Spouse/Partner:
Dean Christmon
2 children

Chanel Compton
84 Franklin Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

chanel.compton@maryland.gov

Mobile:
202-553-4735 *
Business:
410-216-6180

Elected: 10/2020 County:
Baltimore City Legislative
Districts: 7/43 Committee:

¢ Development & Governance

Chanel Compton is inspired and passionate about her
role as Executive Director for the Banneker-Douglass
Museum (BDM) and Maryland Commission on African
American History and Culture (MCAAHC).

Board Chair of the Prince George's African
American Museum, Board member of Future
History Now and Afro Charities

e B.A. Rutgers University; Fine
Arts concentration in painting
¢ M.A. American Unviversity;
Arts Management

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Instagram

Mary Mateer Cummings
402 Leighton Drive
Oakland, MD 21550

Mobile:
681-209-5933 *
Business:

Appointed: 11/2019 County:
Garrett Legislative Districts: 6/1A
Committee:

November 2010 to present, Executive Director Garrett
Lakes Arts Festival
2000-2010 First United Bank and Trust: Commercial

Oakland Rotary, Republican Women's Club of
Garrett County, Board Member of Garrett College
Foundation, served on the Maryland State

* AA. Garrett College
¢ WVU Regents Bachelor’s Art
Program; Human Resource

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Instagram

mmcallis724@gmail.com 301-387-3082 ® Grants Insurance Agent, Recruitment Officer, Human Department of Education Fine Arts Advisory Management University of MD 3 children
mary@artsandentertainment.org USE Resources Officer and Assistant Branch Manager. Committee, the Garrett County Public School Fine|University College
BOTH EMAILS Arts Advisory Committee, Active in Civic

Organizations in Town of Oakland, Grantsville and

Friendsville, MD
Rachael Gibson Mobile: Appointed: 09/2023 County: In prior roles, Rachael managed grantmaking programs |Rachael servesserves as the Chief Diversity, * B.A. Criminal Justice, University |Spouse/Partner:
17025 Flatwood Drive 301-537-2719 Montgomery County Legislative |and spearheaded numerous capacity building Equity, and Inclusion Officer at Crowe, one of the |of North Florida Ainsley Gibson
Derwood, MD 20855 initiatives, including ones aimed at deepening the largest public accounting, consulting, and e M.A. Community/Urban 2 children

rcolemangisbon@gmail.com;
rachael.gibson@crowe.com

Districts: Committee: Program &
Communications Committee

leadership development opportunities for nonprofit
leaders, strengthening the back office systems for
nonprofit organizations and evaluating the
effectiveness of advocacy efforts. Rachael also
developed a national coaching program for leaders of
color.

advisory firms in the United States. Rachael is
also an active member and volunteer for the
Montgomery County Road Runners Club.

Planning, University of Maryland

Social Media: LinkedIn
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Mary Hastler

Harford County Public Library 1221-A
Brass Mill Road Belcamp, MD 21017
hastler@hcplonline.org
button@hcplonline.org USE BOTH
EMAILS

Business:
410-273-5703*
Mobile:
443-417-8531
Assistant:
Jennifer Button

Appointed: 10/2016 County:
Harford Legislative Districts:
1/358

Board Position/Committees:
® Board Chair

e Gubernatorial Appointee

e Finance

e Strategic Planning

Chief Executive Officer of Harford County Public Library
in Maryland. Past-President of the Maryland
Association of Public Library Administrators and Past
President of the Maryland Library Association.
Received the The Daily Record Icon Award 2018 and
was recognized by The Daily Record as an Influential
Marylander 2017, and a 2017, 2015 and 2013 Top 100
Women in Maryland earning the Circle

of Excellence distinction.

Active in several local, state, and national
associations, boards and committees. Chair of the
Harford County Commission for Women;
Executive Committee and Board of the Harford
County Chamber of Commerce; Greater Bel Air
Community Foundation.

Active in the American Library Association and
Public Library Association.

* B.S. Towson State
University

e M.L.S. University of
Maryland

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Twitter
Instagram
Spouse/Partner:
Mark Hastler

Mark Irwin

15709 Sycamore Grove Court Rockville,
MD 20853

mirwin@gmail.com

Mobile:
202-557-1281

Elected: 10/2017 County:
Montgomery Legislative Districts:
8/19

Board Position/Committees:

® Board Secretary

® Program & Communications

e Strategic Planning

Founder of consultancy Digital Strategies and Services.
Prior experience includes product development,
program management, corporate development and
marketing for AOL, Discovery Channel, CPB, Brookings,
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and
Fortune 200 companies.

Pro bono digital strategy and website
development to DC nonprofits through the
Taproot Foundation.

® B.A. History Bucknell
University

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Twitter
Instagram
Spouse/Partner:

Laurel Chiat 1 daughter
1 granddaughter

Shauna Knox
13106 Mica Court
Silver Spring, MD 20904

sknox@abc-md.org;
shaunadawn.knox@gmail.com

Business:
410-659-0000
Mobile:
804-269-1893*

Appointed: 09/2023 County:
Montgomery County Legislative
Districts: Committee: Grants

Dr. Knox currently serves as Co-Chair of the United
Nations Permanent Forum for People of African
Descent and has been professionally appointed Chief of
(Racial Equity) Strategy at Associated Black Charities, a
public foundation committed to the closing of the
racial wealth gap in the United States through research
and practice. Prior to this role, Knox served a five-year
tenure at the U.S. Department of Education, during
which she received a Breakthrough Award for her work
on the team leading the charge to upskill the
Department following the eighth reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.

Awarded the Distinction of Honorable Mention
for the AERA Division B: Curriculum Studies,
Outstanding Book of the Year Award for 2022, Co-
Chair of UN Permanent Forum for People of
African Descent, US Department of Education
Secretarial Award for Difference Maker of the
Year, Two-Time Author

* B.A. International Studies: Africa,
Unversity of Richmond

e EdD, Curriculum Theory, The
George Washington University

Social Media: LinkedIn
Spouse/Partner:
Denzel Knox

Soo Koo
18 Sunnyside Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910

skoo2014@live.com*;
soo.koo@Maryland.gov

Business:
443-346-0027
Mobile:
202-718-5652*

Appointed: 09/2023 County:
Montgomery Legislative Districts:
Committee: Grants

Soo Koo currently serves as the Deputy Director of
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan’s Office of Immigrant
Affairs. She joined the Hogan Administration as the
Communications Director at the Governor’s Office of
Community Initiatives and served as the Chief of Staff
in the Office of Maryland's First Lady. Prior to this, she
served as the Executive Director of the International
Leadership Foundation, a national nonprofit
headquartered in Washington D.C. and as a public
representative for the Montgomery County Community
Development Advisory Committee.

In her spare time, she volunteers to engage
voters and cultivate a pipeline of emerging
leaders in politics and public service. She is fluent
in Korean and speaks basic Chinese.

* B.A. Political Science, Ewha
Women's University (South Korea)
* M.A. Government, Georgetown
University

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook

Ronald (Pete) Lesher, Jr. Chesapeake Bay
Maritime Museum 213 North Talbot
Street

St. Michaels, MD 21663
plesher@cbmm.org

Business:
410-745-4971*
Mobile:
410-829-2243

Appointed: 7/2014

County: Talbot

Legislative Districts: 1/37B
Board Position/Committee:

e Gubernatorial Appointee

e Program & Communications,
Chair

Chief Curator of the Chesapeake Bay Maritime
Museum, responsible for collections, exhibits and
programs. Frequent lecturer on maritime topics.
Accreditation peer reviewer American Alliance of
Maritime Museums. Elected in 2018 to the Talbot
County Council after serving on the Easton Town
Council.

Chairman St. Michaels Historic District
Commission; member Maryland Heritage Areas
Authority Board and Maryland Historical Society
Maritime Committee. Sailor and jib tender “Island
Bird” 1882 Chesapeake Bay sailing log canoe.
Easton Cub Pack 190 Den leader. Former
Baltimore

< L L L

¢ A.B. Lafayette College
¢ M.A. Columbia University

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook
Spouse/Partner:
Mariana Lesher 2
children
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Julia (Julie) Madden 11524 Crows Nest
Road Clarksville, MD 21029
spanglergallery@gmail.com

Mobile:
301-807-2863*
Home:
301-596-9788

Appointed: 1/2018 County:
Howard Legislative Districts: 3/13
Board Position/Committee:

e Gubernatorial Liaison

® Program & Communications

e Strategic Planning

Arts Advocate and former Director of Arts and
Community Initiatives for the Maryland Department of
Business and Economic Development and 2017 Interim
Executive Director of the Maryland State Arts Council.
Previously a futures and stock broker in the financial
services industry.

Active on several boards and commissions
including Maryland Citizens for the Arts,
Maryland State Arts Council, Walters Art
Museum, Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore
Museum of Art, Maryland Commission on Artistic
Property, Maryland WWI Centennial Commission.
Leadership Maryland class of 2017.

* M.A. Smithsonian-Corcoran
College of Art

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Instagram
Spouse/Partner:
Marty Madden

Alicia Jones McLeod 4420 Kelway Road,
Baltimore, MD 21218
alicia.s.jones@gmail.com
alicia@mdhumanities.org

Mobile:
202-276-5614 *
Business:
571-766-6268
Home:
301-412-6309

Elected: 10/2020 County:
Baltimore Legislative Districts:
2/8 Committees:

¢ Development & Governance

For over 20 years, | have been a supporter & advocate
for proper access and represenation of people of color
(PoC) in all facets of our community. | founded the
Maryland Black Chamber and am currently leading
Challenging Racism, a nonprofit working to empower
people to

disrupt racism in their community.

NAACP Howard County - Economic Development
Chair

League of Women Voters Howard County - Board
Member

* B.A. Kean University

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Twitter
Instagram
Spouse/Partner:
Terence MclLeod 3
children

Dr. Kimberly Moffitt

1000 Hilltop Circle, Fine Arts 431 UMBC
Baltimore, MD 21250
kmoffitt@umbc.edu

Business:
410-455-2385
Mobile:
202-468-0161 *
Assistant:Tammy
Brown,
410.455.2385

Elected: 10/2021 County:
Baltimore Legislative Districts:
Committee:

® Grants

Dr. Kimberly R. Moffitt is currently serving as interim
dean of the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social
Sciences at the University of Maryland Baltimore
County (UMBC). Previously, she was director of the
Language, Literacy and Culture doctoral program and a
professor of media studies.

Dr. Moffitt is a member of the public service
sorority, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., the vice{
president of the board of the National

Association for Media Literacy, and the founding
parent and former board mmeber of the
Baltimore Collegiate School for Boys charter
school.

* B.A. Political Science, UNC
Charlotte

¢ M.S., Communication,
Boston University .
Ph.D., Media Studies, Howard
University

Social Media: LinkedIn
Twitter Instagram
Spouse/Partner:

Noah Garrison 2 children

Ron Nowaczyk Business: Elected: 10/2019 County: Dr. Nowaczyk has served as President of Frostburg Dr. Nowaczyk serves on the following Boards: * B.A. Psychology, Social Media: LinkedIn
Frostburg State University 101 Braddock |301-687-4111 * Allegany Legislative Districts: State University since 2016, bringing over four decades |Allegany Chamber of Commerce, Bishop Walsh | Northwestern University Twitter
Road Mobile: 6/1B Committee: of higher education experience to his position. He School (Cumberland, MD), Campus Compact - e PhD, M.A. Psychology, Spouse/Partner:
Frostburg, MD 21532 240-609-8579 e Finance began his career as a Psychology faculty member and |Mid-Atlantic (Chair), MD Governor's P-20 Council, | Miami University (Ohio) Maureen Lavan 1 child
rhnowaczyk@frostburg.edu Home: has held several positions in higher-education Western Maryland Health System.
srohrbaugh@frostburg.edu USE BOTH 240-609-8579 administration.
EMAILS Assistant:

Sandy Rohrbaugh
Jeanne Pirtle Mobile: Elected: 10/2018 Director of Educational Programing and Partnerships at|Maryland Historic Trust 2018 Award for ¢ B.A. Washington State Social Media: Facebook
20558 Pershing Drive Lexington Park, MD |410-708-3133* County: St. Mary's Legislative Historic Sotterly Inc., responsible for school-based and |Excellence in Public Programming and three St. University Instagram
20653 Home: Districts: 5/29B Committee: special event programming, exhibit curation, historical |Mary's County Preservation Awards for book and | M.A.T. University of Notre Spouse/Partner:

jkpirtle@verizon.net

301-373-2280

e Grants

and genealogical research, staff training and overall
educational outreach. Author of Historic Sotterly .
Former classroom teacher and college instructor.

exhibits.

Dame Maryland

Chuck Pirtle 3 children
5 grandchildren

Nancy Rogers

23615 West Harris Road Dickerson, MD
20842

rogers-watkins@toast.net

Mobile:
240-744-6400*
Home:
301-972-8123

Elected: 10/2014 County:
Montgomery Legislative Districts:
6/15 Committee:

® Grants

Retired Director of the Division of Public Programs at
NEH responsible for grants to museums, libraries, and
public television and radio. Was a Senior Project
Manager at the Institute of Museum and Library
Services and a university professor in the U.S. and
Germany.

NDEA and NEH grant recipient. Consultant to
museums and cultural institutions in the
Washington, D.C. area. Serves on the board of
the George Sand Association and on the editorial
board of George Sand Studies.

Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy, Coker College,
1997.

* B.A. French, Coker College,
magna cum laude

e M.A., Ph.D. in French Literature,
The George Washington
University

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook
Spouse/Partner:

Law Watkins 2 children

Carmel Roques

11935 New Country Lane Columbia, MD
21044

cmroques@gmail.com

Business:
410-662-4202 *
Home:
410-952-2418

Elected: 10/2019 County: Howard
Legislative Districts: 7/12
Committee:

¢ Development & Governance

Accomplished healthcare executive with 30+ yrs exp
leading and repositioning senior living organizations.
Areas of expertise include community health, palliative
and hospice care, dementia care, strategic planning,
org. develop and culture change. Opened The Wise &
Well Center for Healthy Living in 2018.

o MD Philanthropy Network, Vice Chair

o LifeSpan Network, Chair

e American Diabetes Assn, MD Chapter,
Chair

¢ MD Commission on Aging, Governor's
appointment

* MD Stakeholder Innovation Group on
Healthcare Transformation, Sec. of Health
appointment

¢ B.A. Mills College, Oakland
California
¢ M.A. University of Chicago,
Chicago IL

Social Media:

LinkedIn
Spouse/Partner:
Steven Beall 2 children
2 granddaughter
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Jennifer Shea

5100 Dorset Avenue
Apt. 404

Chevy Chase, MD 20815
jhshea@mac.com

Mobile:
301-980-0375

Election: 10/2018

Counties: Montgomery, Talbot
Legislative Districts: 8/16
Committee:

e Development & Governance,
Chair

Principal and Strategist with the Herson Group, Ltd,
designing communication and development strategies
for educational and nonprofit clients. Wrote and
produced 8 documentary films, shown on PBS, about
Tilghman's Island history and heritage. Former lecturer
and administrator at Cornell University.

CASA volunteer; PTA president; board member
and program committee chair Hangar Theatre &
School of Music and Art; founding member of
Ithaca Public Education Initiative; leadership
committees Posse Foundation, Baldwin School,
Tilghman Watermen’s Museum.

* B.A.,, M.A,, English and Theatre
Arts, Cornell University

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Instagram
Spouse/Partner:
Peter Bruns 3 children
1 granddaughter

Saima Sitwat

5918 Charlesmead Road
Baltimore, MD 21212
saimaadil@hotmail.com

Mobile:
773-627-8795

Elected: 10/2020 County:
Baltimore City Legislative
Districts: 3/43
Position/Committee:

e Program & Communications

Saima Adil Sitwat is a writer, educator and speaker.
She is the author of “American Muslim: An
Immigrant’s Journey.” She is an Adjunct Instructor at
the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the
University of Pittsburgh. She lives in Baltimore, Md.,
with her husband and their two daughters.

Muslim Association of Greater Pittsburgh -
President (2017)

Northside Common Ministries - Board Vice
President (2019)

Leadership Pittsburgh (2018-19)

* B.A. Georgetown University

* M.A. English Linguistics -
University of Karachi

¢ MPIA - Graduate School for
Public and International Affairs,
University of Pittsburgh

Spouse/Partner:
Bilal Sitwat 2 children

Guffrie M. Smith, Jr.

PO Box 43

100 David Gray Road St. Leonard, MD
20685

guffriemsmith@hotmail.com

Mobile:
410-474-1043*
Home:
410-586-0192

Elected: 10/2017 County: Calvert
Legislative Districts: 5/27
Committee:

® Grants

Retired educator who worked for Calvert County Public
Schools in diverse roles including teacher, principal,
and director of curriculum and instruction. Also served
as a specialist in migrant education and Title | and as
Migrant Branch Chief at the Maryland State
Department of Education.

Member Maryland State Board of Education,
Maryland Professional Standards and Teacher
Education Board, and Multicultural Education
Task Force. Works with numerous Calvert County
charities and nonprofits. Former President
Calvert County Historical Society. MSTA Martin
Luther King Community Award.

¢ B.S., M.A. Bowie State
University

e Post-graduate study University
of Maryland and Nova University

Spouse/Partner:
Catherine "Casey" Smith
2 children

Marshall Stevenson, Jr.
56 Phillips Dr.
Magnolia, DE 19962

mfsdillard1958 @msn.com*;
mfstevensonjr@umes.edu*

Business:
410-651-6083
Home:
302-538-5728
Mobile:
985-768-1022*

Appointed: 09/2023 County: St.
Mary's Legislative Districts:

Committee: Programs &
Communications

Marshall F. Stevenson, Jr, is Dean of the School of
Education, Social Sciences and the Arts and Professor
of History at the University of Maryland Eastern Shore.
His area of expertise is African American history with a
focus on Black-Jewish relations.

Member Maryland Lynching Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (State Legislated),
July, 2019-Present

Member of the Governor’s Advisory Committee
for Exceptional Citizens, State of Delaware, 2011-
2014 Governor appointed

Inducted into Martin Luther King, Jr. Collegium of
Scholars, Morehouse College, 2009

* B.A. History, University of
Cincinnati

e M.A. and PhD, History,
University of Michigan

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Twitter
Instagram
Spouse/Partner:
Lynda Ward-Stevenson
3 children

3 grandchildren

Keith Stone

2533 Foster Ave

Baltimore, MD 21224-3747
kstone@brownadvisory.com

Mobile:
412-726-0198*
Home:
412-726-0198

Elected: 10/2014 County:
Baltimore City Legislative
Districts: 3/46
Postion/Committee:

® Board Vice Chair

® Grants

Private Equity Analyst at Brown Advisory, Inc. in
Baltimore. Holds a degree in finance from Loyola
University Maryland and studied at the Universidad de
Alcald in Alcala de Henares, Spain.

Vice Chair, Pratt Contemporaries; Co- leader,
Emerging Leaders Roundtable; Board member,
Paul’s Place; Board member, Job Opportunities
Task Force; Member, Baltimore-Aspen
Workgroup for

Racial Equity; Mentor, Mass Challenge.

¢ B.B.A. Loyola University
Maryland

Social Media:
LinkedIn

Sharon Whitney

The Whiting-Turner Contracting
Company

300 E Joppa Road Baltimore, MD 21286
sharon.whitney@whiting-turner.com

Mobile:
240-372-5317 *
Home:
240-372-531
Business:
240-297-3117

Elected: 10/2017 County:
Howard Legislative Districts: 7/9A
Committee:

¢ Development & Governance

Sharon Whitney is a Senior Project Manager with the
Whiting-Turner Contracting Company. Sharon joined
Whiting-Turner after receiving her Bachelors of Science
degree in Civil Engineering from the University of
Delaware in 1998.

Skills for Success Mentor Touch Point
Mondawmin, Physical & Mental Health
Committee - Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Columbia MD Alumnae Chapter, Board of
Directors for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington DC, 2016 Community Service Award -
Rotary Club of Glen Burnie, Leadership Howard
County 2014

¢ B.S. Civil Engineering,
University of Delaware

Social Media: LinkedIn
Facebook Twitter
Instagram
Spouse/Partner:

Kevin Whitney 2 children

*Indicates preferred method of contact if specified.
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