
The History of Black Seamen: 
A Research Guide

Directions: Find 1-3 sources to answer the questions given below about the Black Northeastern
Seafarers

1: What advantages did working on a ship provide for Black men? Provide 2-3 of these
advantages. 

2: How common was it for Black men to become ship officers?

3: Describe a piece of legislation that limited or aided Black seamen.

Name: Date:

REFLECTION: 
Directions: Reflecting on the research you’ve now done, did you learn anything new? Has your view
on the history of American seafarers changed? What facts did you find particularly interesting?


