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Clifton poems added
to ‘Route 1 Reads’

Part of road trip reading list

By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
csoptelean@somdnews.com

A collection of poems by a former St.
Mary’s College of Maryland professor
has been added to the Library of Con-
gress’ 2021 “Route 1 Reads” list.

The Maryland Center for the Book

at Maryland Humanities made the an-
nouncement about Route 1 Reads.

Route 1 Reads is an annual road trip-in-

spired reading list connected to the Li-
brary of Congress, according to Sarah
Weissman, spokeswoman for Maryland
Humanities. This year’s genre is poetry.
- Lucille Clifton’s “How to Carry Water”
includes 10 newly discovered poems, are-
lease states. The poems celebrate Black
womanhood and resilience and reflect in-
tellect, insight, humor and joy.

Weissman noted that award-winning
poet Aracelis Girmay edited the book.

Clifton, who was born in 1936 and died
in 2010, was an award-winning poet, fic-
tion writer, author of children’s books
and Maryland’s poet laureate from 1979
to 1985. :
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Her love of St. Mary’s College and
the local community is evidenced in her
work, “Blessing the Boats: New and Se-
lected Poems, 19882000, a National
Book Award winner, among her other

About Route 1 Reads -
Connecting the 2,369 miles of U.S.

Route 1 from Ft. Kent, Maine, to Key

West, Fla., the Route 1 Reads initiative is
a partnership between 16 affiliate Centers
for the Book to promote books that illumi-
nate important aspects of the region for
readers traveling the major and meander-
ing highway. The initiative was launched
at the 2015 National Book Festival.

Route 1 Reads partners include Con-
necticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia,
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Is-
land, South Carolina, Virginia and Wash-
ington, D.C.

For more information, visit Rout-
elReads.org or follow #RoutelReads.

Twitter: @CalebSoMdNews

Account: 23821 (4343)
MD-68

For reprints or rights, please contact the publisher

Page 1 of 2



ate: Friday, July 30, 2021

® D
The Enterprise ==, =

Type (Freguency): Newspaper (2WK)
2

Page:
Section: Main
Keyword: Maryland Center for the Book

LUCILLE
CLIFTON

LA oy

SUBMITTED PHOTO
- ¢ i E”ZA GRIFFTHSHIRES 10w to Carry Water' is the latest work of the lat:
Lucille Clifton, who was a prolific poet, was a | ycille Clifton. .
professor at St. Mary’s College of Maryland.
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