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Process Paper

The topic that we chose for the National History Day project is the My Lai Massacre,
which took place during the Vietnam War, We decided to do an event in the Vietnam War
because we knew many people who participated in the war and were affected by the war.
The My Lai Massacre was an event that had seemed interesting to us as it involved the
soldiers on the battlefield. We also believed that the My Lai Massacre fit better with the
theme of the National History Day project this year.

When we reached the research stage of our project, we decided on what part of the
massacre each of us would research. One person researched the Vietnam War before the
My Lai Massacre so that we could get an idea of what the army morale was like beforehand
and what had started the Vietnam War itself, We then had two people research the My Lai
Massacre itself because there were so many different aspects of the massacre (points of
view, timelines, and the people who were leading, directing, and committing the massacre).
The third part that we researched was the end result of the massacre, the trials and
investigations of the massacre, and how the massacre affected the United States through
protests. The most helpful sites that we found were History.com and sites that displayed
timelines because they both gave us a very clear idea of what happened.

After we had completed all of the necessary research, we decided to present the
project-in an exhibit. We decided on an exhibit to present our project visually, artistically,
and clearly to the audience. The cube design we decided on allows for a four-sided
presentation, giving each of the four members of our group a side to present the portion of
the research that they gathered in the past months. The four sides that we made cover the
different topics of the start of the Vietnam War, the My Lai Massacre, the trials and
investigations into the massacre, and how the massacre fueled anti-war sentiment.

The theme of the National History Day project this year was "Conflict and
Compromise". Our project relates to this theme because the My Lai Massacre was an event
in which there was conflict between the Viet Cong and the American soldiers, causing the
massacre itself. The American Army decided to compromise with upper levels of the
departments who were involved in the massacre to cover up the event so that no one
would know what had happened in Vietnam. However, the cover up failed, causing the USA
government to find compromises on the sentencing and conviction of the men that were
involved in the massacre. This topic and event proved to be a good learning tool for how
conflict and compromise reaily works.
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Lafon has a combatant perspective on the way the war was going and what the morale
within the soldiers and navy was like during this war.

"A Letter from Ron Ridenhour regarding the My Lai Massacre (1969)." Alpha History,
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William Calley. Aiphahistory.com, alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/willam-calley/. Accessed 1

Mar, 2018,



This photograph is a primary source. The source provided an image of William Calley,
the only man sentenced for the My Lai Massacre.
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Secondary Sources
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Www.digitaihistory.uh.edu/activc_leaming/explorations/Vietnam/Vietnam_mylai.cfm.
Accessed 27 Sept. 2017.

This secondary sotrce gives an overview of the events of the My Lai Massacre and the
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the next event. This was important to our project because it gave us a great overview on
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very good, clear description of what happened in the war with exact dates. We used it as
a guideline,
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1 Mar. 2018
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event. This source gave another great averview of the massacre and the source gave us a
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visual of the event with pictures. It gave us a greater understanding of the event and we
were able to use the new information in our exhibit.
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www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/active_learning/explorations/vietnam/vietnam mylai.cfm.
Accessed 27 Sept, 2017,

This secondary source was important to our project because it gave us exact details on
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information we got from this source, even though we did not need or use an exact quote
from it. This is a secondary source because it was made by an author who did not
experience the event.
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massacre/videos/my-lai-massacre. Accessed 1 Mar, 201 8.
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Accessed 3 Mar. 2018,
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Ray, Michael. "My Lai Massacre." Britannica, 9 Mar. 2018, www britannica.com/event/My-Lai-

Massacre. Accessed 9 Mar. 2018.
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This secondary source talked about the events of the My Lai Massacre. It gave an exact
location of My Lai which is included on our board.

Rothman, Lily. "The My Lai Verdict at 45: How the Trial Split the Nation." Time Magazine, 29
Mar. 2016, time.com/4268062/my-lai-verdict-1971/. Accessed 1 Mar. 2018.
This source included an image of the April 12, 1971 cover of Time in the article, which
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present during the time of the event.

Schroth, Raymond A, "William Calley Lives." America Magazine, 12 Apr. 2012,
www.americamagazine,org/faith/2012/04/10/william-calley-lives, Accessed 1 Mar. 2018.
This secondary source describes William Calley and what his role was in the My Lai
Massacre. It also talks about Calley's life after the massacre.

"Vietnam Profile - Timeline." BBC News, 30 Oct. 2017, www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-
16568035, Accessed 20 Jan. 2018.
This was another timeline that we used to get a better understanding of what happened
before the My Iai Massacre. The timeline would be a secondary source because it was

written with straight facts by someone who was not present in the area at the time.
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